(Subject to Approval)

CITY OF SWISHER

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

OF AUGUST 13, 2007

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Council Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Mayor Scott Grabe at Swisher City Hall, Swisher, Iowa. 

Council Present:  Barb Hoss, Tom Perkins, Ginny Svec, and Larry Svec.  Absent: Kenny Feldman 

Also Present:  City Clerk Connie Evans, Maintenance Worker Erv Jones, Assistant Maintenance Worker Jeff Tonn, P&Z Chair Norm Neal, Rick Dvorak, Rod Sullivan, Chris Altenhofer, Walter Plotz, Aaron Fisher, Alan Fisher, Mark Takes and Doug Frederick. 

Consent Agenda:  Motion by B.Hoss, seconded by G. Svec, to approve Consent Agenda consisting of July 9, 2007 Minutes, Summary List of Claims presented, Clerk/Treasurer Report for July 2007, and July 2007 Utility Financial Report.  All Ayes.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Citizens Present:  Norm Neal informed the Council that there were dead tree limbs on the North side of the park that needed t be trimmed.  

Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff’s Report was presented for review.  

Employees:  G. Svec informed the Council that the architects that conducted the Community Center/Library Fun Days Charette will be back with a report in approximately six weeks.  She also stated that she met with the Fire Department and Board on July 26, 2007 regarding refinancing the fire building and the purchase of a new fire truck.  The item was tabled until the August 23, 2007 meeting in order to gather more information.

Jeff Tonn noted that the materials had been ordered for the new park shed and it will take approximately 6-8 weeks for the trusses to be delivered, rental for the mini hoe will be $600 for a week or 40 hours run time and the roll up garage door for the shed will be about $200.

Mayor Grabe expressed his concern regarding four-wheelers in town after the Fun Days parade and stated that he would get with Johnson County Sheriff’s Dept. to see if they could provide an officer during Fun Days next year and he also will talk with the Legion about regulating the parade and passing out a list of rules to each participant.

L. Svec also voiced his concerns about the number of under age drinkers during the Fun Days event.

Mayor Grabe informed the Council that another letter had been sent regarding the removal of junk vehicles. 

Grace Rigdon, the Junior-preteen National American Miss Iowa introduced herself to the Council and offered her services to help with the new library.

Rick Dvorak, Johnson County Planning and Zoning addressed the Council regarding revisiting the Rural Planning Area within two miles of the City.  It was decided to have the item discussed with Swisher Planning and Zoning.

Rod Sullivan, Johnson County Board of Supervisors’ liaison to the City of Swisher was present and explained the Board’s reasoning on discontinuing animal care services for cities.  It was decided to have the city attorney look into a 28e Agreement with the City of Iowa City. 

Doug Frederick, representative for Fishers, spoke with the Council about the required zoning for an Assisted Living Center.  It was noted that an RM zoning would be required and that the Fishers would have to go through the proper procedures to have the property rezoned.  A letter will be sent addressing this issue and Fishers were instructed to begin proceedings with Swisher Planning and Zoning. 

Chris Altenhofer, who resides at 329 3rd Street, spoke with the Council regarding his desire to place a 38’ wind generator on his ½ acre lot.  It was noted that the City Zoning Code does not address wind generators at this time.  The clerk was asked to check with other cities to see what regulations they might have in place.

Representatives Mark Espe, Gene Beard, John Rundall and Brian Kiekhaefer discussed the Jefferson-Monroe Fire Department’s desire to re-finance their building and purchase a new fire truck.  Chief Espe also provided a copy of the Jefferson-Monroe Fire Department, Inc. Annual Report of June 30, 2007 for the council’s review and asked that if anyone has questions, to please direct them to the Fire Department. 

Motion by G. Svec, seconded by T. Perkins to approve Resolution 2007-13 Adopting the Iowa Department of Transportation Annual Street Finance Report from July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec and L. Svec.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  K. Feldman.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion by L. Svec, seconded by B. Hoss to approve Resolution 2007-14 Preliminary Plat of Subdivision of Willow Lake located one mile south of the intersection of 140th Street and Hwy 965, which is within the area of the Fringe Area Agreement Policy with Johnson County and the City of Swisher.   Roll Call:  Ayes:  B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec and L. Svec.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  K. Feldman.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion by T. Perkins, seconded by G. Svec to approve the Annual Financial Report for the FY06-07.  All Ayes.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion by L. Svec, seconded by B. Hoss to approve the bid proposal from L.L. Pelling for $10,750.00 for repairs to Third Street from Swisher View to Allen Avenue.  All Ayes.  Motion carried 4-0.

Discussion was held on the streets proposed to be repaired this fiscal year and the bid received from Prairie Road Builders, Inc.  Items 1, 3 and 8 were removed from the first section of the original bid and item 3 was removed from the second section.  All other repairs were approved with the addition of leveling the slope on item 13.  Motion by L. Svec, seconded by T. Perkins to approve Resolution 2007-12 Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into a Street Chip-Seal, Patch and Repair Contract with Prairie Road Builders, Inc. for $14,018.88.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec and L. Svec.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  K. Feldman.  Motion carried 4-0.

Correspondence:  Correspondence was presented for review.
Announcements: Mayor Grabe discussed the need to have a Park and Rec meeting regarding complaints received this year regarding the ball diamond and possible ways to resolve the problems.   

Adjournment at 8:53 p.m.  Motion by B. Hoss, seconded by T. Perkins.  All Ayes.  Motion carried 4-0.

__________________________


___________________________________

Connie Evans, City Clerk


Scott Grabe, Mayor 
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