(Subject to Approval)

CITY OF SWISHER

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

OF MAY 14, 2007

PUBLIC HEARING—CONSIDER THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION TO THE CITY OF SWISHER, IOWA BY LAURETTE CHANG AND ROBERT CACIOPPO

Public Hearing to accept an application for voluntary annexation of certain real estate that is a portion of the NE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 7, Township 81 North, Range 7 West of the 5th p.m. Johnson County, Iowa, and owned by Robert J. Cacioppo and Laurette Chang was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Scott Grabe at Swisher City Hall, Swisher, Iowa.

Council Present:  B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec, L. Svec.  Absent: K. Feldman.

Discussion of Voluntary Annexation Request:  No comments were submitted.  

Close Public Hearing:  Council closed public hearing for Voluntary Annexation Request at 7:01 pm.

PUBLIC HEARING—CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE MUNICIPAL CITY OF SWISHER, IOWA.

Public Hearing to consider an Ordinance amending the Official Zoning Map of the Municipal City of Swisher, Iowa, by designating zoning classification of RM-Residential Multi-family, for a one-acre tract, that is part of a five-acre tract proposed for annexation to the City of Swisher, owned by Laurette Chang and Robert J. Cacioppo was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Mayor Scott Grabe at Swisher City Hall, Swisher, Iowa.

Council Present:  B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec, L. Svec.  Absent: K. Feldman.

Discussion of Ordinance Amending Official Zoning Map: A question was asked relating to the continued use of a septic system or hooking up to the city sewer and the allowed uses in an RM5 Multi-family Residential Zone.  No other comments were submitted.

Close Public Hearing:  Council closed public hearing for Ordinance at 7:05 pm.

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Council Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Mayor Scott Grabe at Swisher City Hall, Swisher, Iowa. 

Council Present:  Barb Hoss, Tom Perkins, Ginny Svec, and Larry Svec.  Absent: Kenny Feldman 

Also Present:  City Clerk Connie Evans, Maintenance Worker Erv Jones, Assistant Maintenance Worker Jeff Tonn, Mike and Teresa Hafner, Robert and Cyrus Cacioppo, Kathy Pratt, Greg Brenneman, Michael Stagg, Mike Pilarczyk, Susan Quinn, Paul Reed and Maureen and Don Rompot. 

Consent Agenda:  Motion by L. Svec, seconded by K. Feldman, to approve Consent Agenda consisting of April 9, 2007 Minutes, Summary List of Claims presented, Clerk/Treasurer Report for April 2007, and April 2007 Utility Financial Report.  All Ayes.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Citizens Present:  None.

Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff’s Report was presented for review. 

Employees:  Larry Svec updated the council on the snowmobile club’s wish to bring a trail through the City of Swisher.  He stated that they are open to any input from the Council and that they will be hosting a dinner in the near future and the Council and Mayor will be invited.  

Barb Hoss informed the Council that MidAmerican has donated $500 to the Community Fund and they would like to place two benches and a planter on the lot next to the City Hall.  Permission was given by the Council.  

Jeff Tonn presented a bid of $1350 for a lawnmower trailer to the Council and informed them that a used one could not be found.  Motion by L. Svec, seconded by B. Hoss to check with the trailer distributor in Fairfax and compare quality and then purchase the most reasonable priced trailer.  All Ayes.  Motion carried 4-0.  

City Clerk, Connie Evans, reported that the deadline for the removal of junk vehicles has expired and the attorney is asking for guidance on how to proceed.  The Council asked that everyone be notified one last time and made aware that if the vehicles are not moved by May 31, 2007, they will proceed with having them removed at the owner’s expense and municipal infractions will be filed.  It was also noted that Prairie Builders had been contacted and they said that they would get with Erv Jones in the next week or so and have a bid back to the City by the middle of June, a Fun Days Committee meeting has been set for May 23, 2007, at the City Hall at 5:30 p.m. and a budget amendment was not needed after further review of the current budget.  

Old Business:  Motion by G. Svec, seconded by L. Svec to approve Resolution 2007-08 A Resolution Accepting an Application for Voluntary Annexation of Certain Real Estate that is a Portion of the NE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 7, Township 81 North, Range 7 West of the 5th P.M. Johnson County, Iowa, and Owned by Robert J. Cacioppo and Laurette Chang.  Roll Call: Ayes: B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec and L. Svec.  Nayes:  None.  Absent: K. Feldman.  Motion carried 4-0.

Ordinance 212 An Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map of the Municipality Code of Swisher, Iowa, Regarding Property Owned by Laurette Chang and Robert J. Cacioppo (1 Acre) to Swisher, Iowa was introduced and moved that it be given its first reading by B. Hoss and seconded by G. Svec.  Roll Call: Ayes: B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec and L. Svec.  Nayes:  None.  Absent: K. Feldman.  Motion carried 4-0.

It was moved by G. Svec and seconded by T. Perkins that the laws and rules providing that ordinances be considered and voted on for passage at two council meetings prior to the meeting at which it is to be finally passed be suspended and dispensed with that Ordinance 212 be placed on its last reading.  Roll Call: Ayes: B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec and L. Svec.  Nayes:  None.  Absent: K. Feldman.  Motion carried 4-0.

It was moved by L. Svec and seconded by T. Perkins that Ordinance 212 be placed upon its final passage and adopted.  Roll Call: Ayes: B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec and L. Svec.  Nayes:  None.  Absent: K. Feldman.  Motion carried 4-0.

New Business:  Motion by G. Svec and seconded by T. Perkins to approve Resolution 2008-09 Appointing Michael Stagg to Planning and Zoning Commission to Replace Vacancy for Term Expiring 12/31/07 for the City of Swisher.  Roll Call: Ayes: B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec and L. Svec.  Nayes:  None.  Absent: K. Feldman.  Motion carried 4-0.

Park issues were discussed regarding ball diamond usage, light fees and replacing the storage shed.  Council gave approval for the maintenance workers to proceed with building a new shed.  Mayor Grabe agreed to talk with Dave Chalupsky regarding the other issues.

Discussion was held on culverts and ditches in the City of Swisher and the maintenance workers were asked to check them to make sure all are clean and flowing properly.  They were also asked to make a list of culverts that are in need of cleaning so that the property owners can be notified.  A request form 241 Orchard St. SW to have rebar installed over the culvert opening located at this property was discussed.  The maintenance workers and Mayor Grabe will take a look at the culvert and check with the City Engineer to see what can be done.

Two building permits were presented. 

It was noted that the City is due for an audit this fiscal year and the Council approved using the State Auditor for this audit.

Correspondence:  Correspondence was presented for review.
Greg Brenneman addressed the council regarding the railroad crossings.  It was noted that application for a grant to repair the railroad crossings on Division Street and Second Street was approved at the April council meeting.

Announcements: Barb Hoss informed the council of all the good items that were discarded during Citywide Clean up Day and suggested that we have a Beggar’s Day next year to lighten the load taken to the landfill.

Adjournment at 8:27 p.m.  Motion by L. Svec, seconded by T. Perkins.  All Ayes.  Motion carried 4-0.

__________________________


___________________________________

Connie Evans, City Clerk


Scott Grabe, Mayor 
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