(Subject to Approval)

CITY OF SWISHER

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

OF NOVEMBER 12, 2007

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Council Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Mayor Scott Grabe at Swisher City Hall, Swisher, Iowa. 

Council Present:  Kenny Feldman, Barb Hoss, Tom Perkins, Ginny Svec, and Larry Svec.  

Also Present:  City Clerk Connie Evans, Assistant Maintenance Worker Jeff Tonn, P&Z Chair Norm Neal, Andrew Whetstone, Mike Whetstone, Tim Mason, Dan Egly, Bob Sherman, Mike Hafner, Laurie Scholl, Karen Vondracek, Jim Wagner and Laura Hoover. 

Consent Agenda:  Motion by B.Hoss, seconded by K. Feldman, to approve Consent Agenda consisting of October 8, 2007 Minutes, Summary List of Claims, Clerk/Treasurer Report for October 2007, and October 2007 Utility Financial Report.  All Ayes.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Citizens Present:  Jim Wagner asked that the Council to consider putting a lower speed limit on Gable Avenue, north of the post office.  Mayor Grabe stated that he would discuss this with Johnson County. 

Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff’s Report was presented for review.  

Employees:  Jeff Tonn informed the council that 1) The tractor needs two front tires and they have received estimates at $450 to $460.  2) The blower at the sewer plant stopped working on Friday and they may need a new one.  They are checking to see if it can be repaired.  3) The shed at the park is finished and they are in the process of putting up the Christmas decorations.  4) The tree next to the city hall needs to come down and bids have been obtained.  There are a few other trees on the outlot on Maple Street that will need to come down also.  5) Ely has asked for some sludge from the sewer plant to get their new sewer facility up and running.  The Council gave approval.

Mayor Grabe noted that the tree at Murk-N-T had been trimmed.

The three bids that were received for ditch asphalt repair were reviewed.  Motion by B. Hoss, seconded by L. Svec to approve Resolution 2007-16 Authorizing The Mayor to Enter into a Ditch Asphalt Repair Contract with A&G Asphalt, Inc.  Roll Call:  Ayes: K. Feldman, B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec, L. Svec.  Nays:  None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by G. Svec, seconded by K. Feldman to approve Resolution 2007-17 Appointing Clint Haight to Planning and Zoning Commission to Replace Vacancy for Term Expiring 12/31/2010 for the City of Swisher.  Roll Call:  Ayes: K. Feldman, B. Hoss, T. Perkins, G. Svec, L. Svec.  Nays:  None.  Absent: None.  Motion carried 5-0.

Discussion was held on the purchase of a new generator for the sewer plant.  City Engineer, Mike Hart, stated that the generator could be included in a future sewer project.  Motion by B. Hoss, seconded by T. Perkins to table the issue.  All Ayes.  Motion carried 5-0.

Mike Hafner was present to ask permission to burn trees and tree trimmings on his property and to be allowed to have a dumpster on his property.  Permission was given but he was informed that he would still have to pay the monthly refuse and recycling fee that each resident of Swisher is billed.

The current requirements for a building permit were discussed and it was decided that more information would be needed for further discussion at the next council meeting.  The item will be placed on the December council agenda.

City Clerk, Connie Evans presented the council with information regarding the requirements for certifying TIF and informed them that the deadline for certification was December 1st.  It was decided to go ahead and certify for the next fiscal year.

The council was asked to review the draft 28e agreement regarding animal services and to inform the City Clerk if they would like to make any changes.  The agreement will be sent to Cedar Valley Humane Society for their review.

Laura Hoover updated the council on the progress of the library.  She asked for the cities involvement in the possibility of obtaining the county building located in Swisher for a future site for the library.

The current sick leave policy was discussed.  It was noted that the policy did not state whether personal sick leave could be used for the care of immediate family such as spouse or dependent children.  No decisions were made at this time.

City Engineer, Mike Hart, updated the council on where they left off with the sewer plant upgrade project and noted that the SRF loan was still available.  Council authorized him to proceed with completing the environmentals and facility plan concept.  

Correspondence:  Correspondence was presented for review.

Adjournment at 8:58 p.m.   Motion by T. Perkins, seconded by K. Feldman.  All Ayes.  Motion carried  5-0.

__________________________


___________________________________

Connie Evans, City Clerk


Scott Grabe, Mayor 
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