ORDINANCE NO. 03-2026

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 47 (PARK REGULATIONS) OF THE CODE
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SWISHER, IOWA

SECTION 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this ordinance is to amend Chapter 47 (Park
Regulations) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Swisher, lowa, to establish a Special Event
Permit process governing organized or large-scale activities conducted on public parks and other
public property. This ordinance is intended to protect the public health, safety, and welfare; ensure
the safe and orderly use of public spaces; provide for appropriate coordination of City services;
and balance organized event use with the continued availability of parks for ordinary recreational
and family use.

SECTIONII.  SECTIONS ADDED. The following reflect entirely new sections being added
to Chapters 47 and 135 of the Swisher, lowa Code of Ordinances thus no underlined or struck
through language is included.

CHAPTER 47
PARK REGULATIONS

47.07 SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT.

1. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to provide for the safe, orderly, and equitable use
of public parks and public property during large-scale or organized events by establishing
a permit process that allows the City to address public safety, traffic control, sanitation,
alcohol use, and law enforcement or emergency services needs, while not restricting
ordinary recreational or family use of parks.

2. Special Event Defined. A Special Event means an organized activity, gathering, or event
held on public park property or other public property that involves one or more of the
following:

An anticipated attendance of more than fifty (50) persons;

Use of amplified sound or public address systems;

Sale, service, or distribution of alcoholic beverages;

Temporary structures such as stages, tents, inflatables, or barricades;
Street, alley, sidewalk, or parking area closures or traffic control measures;
Organized races, runs, walks, parades, festivals, or similar events;
Activities requiring City staff support beyond ordinary park maintenance.
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3. Exempt Activities. The following activities do not require a Special Event Permit:

A. Informal gatherings such as picnics, reunions, birthday parties, or casual
recreational use of park facilities;

B. Use of shelters or picnic areas that do not otherwise meet the definition of a Special
Event;



C. Spontaneous or non-organized gatherings that do not involve amplified sound,
alcohol, street closures, or special City services.

4. Permit Required. No person or organization shall conduct a Special Event on public
property without first obtaining a Special Event Permit from the City.

5. Application Requirements. An application for a Special Event Permit shall be submitted to
the City in the form and manner prescribed by the City Clerk or designee and may include,
but is not limited to:

Name and contact information of the event organizer;

Date, time, and location of the event;

Estimated attendance;

Description of activities planned;

Whether alcohol will be sold or consumed;

Proposed traffic control, parking, and crowd management plans;

Sanitation plans including restrooms and trash service;

Requests for City services, law enforcement presence, or emergency services;
Proof of insurance or indemnification if required by the City.
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6. Review of Conditions. The City may review the application to determine whether the event
can be conducted safely and may impose reasonable conditions related to public safety,
noise control, alcohol regulation, cleanup, and protection of public property.

7. Denial, Revocation, or Modification. The City may deny, revoke, or modify a Special
Event Permit if the application is incomplete, if the event presents unreasonable safety
concerns, or if the applicant fails to comply with applicable laws, permit conditions, or City
directives.

8. Compliance with Other Laws. Issuance of a Special Event Permit does not relieve the
permit holder from compliance with other applicable City ordinances, state laws, or alcohol
licensing requirements.

CHAPTER 135
STREET USE AND MAINTENANCE

135.13 SPECIAL EVENTS ON PUBLIC STREETS. Notwithstanding any other provision of
this chapter, the temporary use, obstruction, or closure of public streets, alleys, sidewalks, or
parking areas in connection with a Special Event may be authorized pursuant to a valid Special
Event Permit issued under Section 47.07 of this Code of Ordinances. Any person or organization
conducting a Special Event involving public streets shall comply with all conditions of the Special
Event Permit and with any traffic control, barricading, or safety requirements imposed by the City.
The issuance of a Special Event Permit shall not authorize activities beyond those expressly
permitted, nor relieve the permit holder from compliance with applicable state law or other City
ordinances.



SECTION III. _SECTIONS AMENDED. The following sections of Chapter 135 (Street Use
and Maintenance) are hereby amended as follows with underlined text indicating new language
and struck through text indicating language removed.

135.05 TRAVEILING ON BARRICADED STREET OR ALLEY. It is unlawful for any person
to travel or operate any vehicle on any street or alley temporarily closed by barricades, lights,
signs, or flares placed thereon by the authority or permission of any City official, police officer or
member of the fire department. This section shall not apply to travel authorized as part of a Special
Event conducted pursuant to a valid Special Event Permit issued under Section 47.07.

135.06 USE FOR BUSINESS PURPOSES. It is unlawful to park, store or place, temporarily or
permanently, any machinery or junk or any other goods, wares, and merchandise of any kind upon
any street or alley for the purpose of storage, exhibition, sale or offering same for sale, without
permission of the Council. Permission of the Council shall include authorization granted through
a Special Event Permit issued pursuant to Section 47.07 for activities conducted in connection with
an approved Special Event.

SECTIONIV. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions
of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION V. SEVERABILITY. If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole or any section, provision, or part thereof not adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional.

SECTION VI. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effective after its passage and
publication as required by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 11th day of May, 2026.

Daryl Brown, Mayor
ATTEST:

Mallorie Krob, City Clerk



